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SEMPER AD MELIORA -
(ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)

Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Ronald Reagan Week at LCS

Ronald Reagan (2011 – 2004), originally an American
actor and politician, became the 40th President of the
United States serving from 1981 to 1989. His term saw
a restoration of prosperity at home and the end of the
Cold War, with the goal of achieving "peace through
strength" abroad. His inspiring farewell address
includes a powerful message about the imperative of
schools like Liberty Common School to make
courageous American citizens.

Headmaster's Message

Seek Justice, Humility, Junto
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

How is it that humble Liberty Common School students
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are inclined to shame the wise, challenge the strong,
inherit the land? They convene with purpose to seek
knowledge, justice, and humility in line with a particular
timeless American tradition.
 
On Monday, February 6th from 6:30-8:15PM, all Liberty
parents, grandparents, students, alumni, and friends
should rejoice and be glad, too, by attending Liberty’s
2023 “Junto” at the LCS Aristotle campus. See
elsewhere in today’s Liberty Common Sense for details. 

Founding father Benjamin Franklin originated The
Junto. CLICK HERE to read his autobiographical
description of the weekly gathering also known as the
Leather Apron Club.
 
Franklin convoked acquaintances he admired for virtues
like meekness, mercy, cleanliness of heart, and
righteousness. They met weekly, reviewed books and
articles, discussed the news, studied sermons, and
penned occasional essays.
 
Franklin’s Junto remained rather small.  However, each
member was encouraged to form his own subsidiary club and to offshoot additional junior
clubs from those. 
 
In this way, Franklin benefited from the best, most refined ideas rising upward through the
multitudes of common, thoughtful people mustering in regular Junto-inspired
gatherings. The tactic achieved historic results toward civil society.
 
Do a little research on Franklin’s Junto; then commit to attending Liberty’s. Your reward
will be great, our unity will swell.   

2022-2023 Important Dates

Fri 27 Jan 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Mon 30 Jan 2023 | Citizenship Character-Education Assembly | 8:15 AM | Aristotle and
Plato Campuses

Fri 3 Feb 2023 | Winter Carnival | 5:30–7:30 PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Fri 3 Feb 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15-4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Sat 4 Feb 2023 | Loveland Classical Symposium | 9:00AM–3:00PM
Mon 6 Feb 2023 | Junto | 6:30–8:15 PM | Aristotle Campus
Mon 6 Feb–Fri 10 Feb 2023  | Penny Wars | Plato Campus
Tue 7 Feb 2023 | 1st- and 2nd-Grade Concert | 5:30 PM and 6:30 PM | Aristotle and Plato
Campuses
Fri 10 Feb 2023 | Free-Dress Day
Fri 10 Feb 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Mon 13 Feb–Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day | No School
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President’s Day | No School
Fri 24 Feb 2023 | Liberty T-Shirt Day 
Fri 24 Feb 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15-4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Fri 24 Feb 2023 | 6th-Grade Movie Night | Plato Campus Agora
Mon 27 Feb 2023 | Integrity Character-Education Assembly | 8:15 AM | Plato and Aristotle
Campuses
Mon 27 Feb–Fri Mar 3 2023  | Plato-Campus Bookfair
Tue 28 Feb 2023 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora

2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar
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Raise The Torch 
Liberty Gives Day.  Mark your calendar for our 3rd-
annual Liberty Gives Day on Wed 8 Mar 2023. Support
our Raise the Torch campaign during this online 24-
hour giving day and help make Liberty Gives Day a
smashing success.

All-School News

February Board Meeting. The February Board-of-Directors Meeting will occur Tue 28
Feb 2023. Board meetings are held at 6:00PM at the Aristotle campus. 

LCS Junto One Week Away. Join Liberty Common School on Mon 6 Feb 2023 from
6:30–8:15PM in the LCHS Great Hall for Junto. Styled after Benjamin Franklin’s
ongoing discussion group which he labeled the “Junto” (informally “The Leather Apron
Club”), Liberty’s Junto is produced by the school’s Parent-Education Committee. Childcare
is available for children potty-trained through 12 years. Email Mrs. Jenna Allen to reserve
a spot.

Loveland Classical Symposium Update. Sessions
for the sixth-annual Loveland Classical Symposium
on Sat 4 Feb 2023 have been announced. Liberty
families are invited to attend the event which includes
incredible talks on music, history, virtue,
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mathematics, philosophy, art, literature, and much
more. Click here to view full details.

Foreign-Language Day. LCHS students took a
cultural “trip across the globe” last week at Foreign-
Language Day. The event helped students
understand the importance of language learning in
order to increase plurilingualism and intercultural
understanding. Students participated in activities and
lessons, dressed in traditional garb, and sampled
food from around the world.  

Superintendent on Deck. Liberty Common School
hosted Poudre School District Superintendent
Brian Kingsley at its new Aristotle campus last
Thursday. Student leaders shared how the school's
curriculum helps them prepare for the future and
discussed how character education has made an
impact on their high-school experience. It was a
unique opportunity to showcase the school's
achievements and share Liberty’s successes with
our district's top manager.

Volunteering At LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at LCS, and have not
previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. We encourage parents to
use a computer to fill out this form rather than a smartphone or tablet.

Featured in Forbes. LCHS Director of College
Counseling, Diane Campbell is featured in a recent
Forbes online article “College Admission ‘For the Rest
of Us.” Our college-counseling center is dedicated to
providing Liberty students the best resources to help
make decisions about college. We are proud to have our
school represented in this international publication.

Reserved Parking Spaces. Plato Campus and
LCHS reserve two premium parking spaces for top
bidders in our yearly parking-space auction. Thank
you to the 22-23 school year’s winners for their
generous support of Liberty Common School. If you
are not the “owners” of one of these spaces (they are
clearly marked), please refrain from parking there any
time, day or night, through the rest of the school
year. If you would like to bid on one of these spaces
for the 23-24 school year, keep an eye out for next
year's Parking Auction in May. Thank you.

LCS News
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Donate to the Winter Carnival. Both elementary campuses are in immediate need of
volunteers and donations to put on a successful Winter Carnival on Fri 3 Feb 2023 from
5:30–7:30PM. Click on of the following links to sign up.

Plato Campus Winter Carnival (At The Movies)
Sign up to volunteer or donate items

Aristotle Campus Winter Carnival (Totally 80's)
Sign up to volunteer

Tdap Vaccine. Colorado law requires students entering sixth grade to receive a tetanus-
diphtheria-pertussis (Tdap) vaccine before their first day of school. While the Tdap vaccine
is typically given at age 11, it may also be given as early as 10 years of age. When it is
given at age 10, it will:

Count as a valid adolescent Tdap dose
Meet Colorado’s sixth-grade Tdap school-vaccine requirement.

 
Please check with your healthcare provider if your student has not received their Tdap
vaccine. If your child does not receive the Tdap vaccine prior to entering the 6th grade,
regardless of their age, a certificate of medical or nonmedical exemption must be
submitted to the school. This will ensure your student is compliant with Colorado school
immunization law and able to attend school. For questions about vaccines or more
information, email school nurse Natalie Dybzinski. 

Free-Dress Day Reminder. Fri 10 Feb 2023 is a free-dress day for elementary students.
Please review the free-dress-day guidelines from our Liberty Common Elementary
School-Wide Dress Code:
 
Clothing must be in good condition, not tattered, frayed, threadbare, or see-through. Tops
must have sleeves and must cover the shoulders, midriff, cleavage and
undergarments. Bottoms must be no shorter than three inches above the knee. No
knit/spandex/athletic leggings, jeggings, yoga pants, and tightly fitting skirts. No clothing
depicting violence or glorifying death, alcohol or drugs.
 
Please make special note leggings, jeggings, and yoga pants are not permitted on free-
dress days. Students arriving in leggings will be asked to change into dress-code-
compliant clothing. 

Welcome Theodore Corbyn Beede. Plato-campus
evening custodian Mr. Beede welcomed into the world
baby Theodore on Wed 28 Dec 2022. Mr. Beede
writes, “Theodore has been doing great since we have
gotten him home and we could not have asked for a
sweeter little baby!”  Theodore was born weighing 6lbs
8oz and was 19” long. Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs.
Beede, and welcome to the Liberty Common family,
sweet Theodore.
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Go Jump In A Lake. Liberty 5th-grade
instructors Mrs. Rachel Hickman and Mrs.
Elissa Hersh participated in the annual “Polar
Bear Run and Plunge” last Saturday. Both
Mrs. Hersh and Mrs. Hickman celebrated their
weekend birthdays by sporting fun hats. This
event raises money for the Larimer County
Dive Rescue Team.

Athletics

Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new
edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-to-date
information on lceagles.com.

Weekly Feature

The Wisdom of Youth
By: Kathleen Kearney, LCHS Assistant Principal

Liberty Common High School has a beautiful tradition that originated with its first
graduating class – the Senior Speakout.  In early 2013, several seniors asked Mr. Bob
Schaffer, the then-principal of the high school, if they could have a platform from which to
share the wisdom they had gleaned from their time at LCHS with their younger
classmates. Mr. Schaffer graciously agreed, and the Liberty tradition of Senior Speakout
was born. It has taken place every year in January since.

This week, a handful of LCHS Class of 2023’s best shared their words of wisdom.  I, in
turn, would like to take this opportunity to share some of each senior’s speech with you. I
promise your day will be better for having read their words. 

“School is just like running a race. There is a finish line, and there is a journey that you
have to go on to get there. Liberty is exactly the same way… Each of you has everything
you need to succeed at this school, despite the challenges that you face. Everyone will
face different challenges, and we will all have different ways of overcoming these
challenges… We all have different strengths and weaknesses, and it is important to
embrace your strengths so that you can help others. It is important to embrace your
weaknesses so you can know where you can strive to improve in your own life. Finally, it
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is important to respect the strengths and weaknesses of others around you. If you can
recognize these things within yourself and the people around you, then you can make an
impact on your community even beyond high school."  – Mason Sanfilippo, Class of 2023

“High school is where we learn. We learn about math, science, art, and English. But we
also learn about life… Each activity that you get involved with in high school is another
community in which you can build relationships. These relationships can make or break
your high-school experience. The more you do, the more you get involved, and the more
you work to get to know and support those around you, the more opportunities you will
have to generate healthy, supportive, and beautiful relationships… Helen Keller once said,
‘The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched. They
must be felt with the heart.’ There are many things people strive for in this world – wealth,
prosperity, grandeur, stability, safety, and happiness. All of these things can be beautiful,
but they are meaningless without people and a community with which to share them. From
wherever you are on your high-school journey, I urge you to focus on the good, even when
times are hard, and to foster good relationships that will carry you on throughout the rest of
your life.” – Miah Dannahower, Class of 2023
 
“An interesting life doesn’t just happen to people. You have to go out and make your life
interesting… If you just ask, ninety-five percent of the time, people will say yes. And I’m a
firm believer that ninety-nine percent of the people in this world are good people, and we
just let the one percent of bad people speak for everyone… This room is the biggest
support system you will ever have. This is the only time in your life you are going to have
this many people, all in one place, who… care about you. Take advantage of that. I
promise. These teachers care about you… these House Captains, your Order leaders –
they care about you… Every person in this room has at least one other person who you
matter to. So take advantage of that. Appreciate what you’ve got, and work for what else
you want.” – Abi Tate, Class of 2023
 
“As I’ve talked to my friends in college, I hear more and more about what a great
advantage I will have because of my quality education here. No, Liberty hasn’t given me
street smarts, but it’s given me the intelligence to realize that I don’t always need street
smarts if I keep myself in good situations. Again, Liberty is not for everyone, but for me, it’s
the right decision. I will always be grateful for this school.” – Julianna Kramer, Class of
2023
 
“I think we should all just remember that we are all incredibly lucky to be here. We live in
an amazing town, in an amazing country, in an amazing state, and we go to one of the
best schools in the state. It is just a great opportunity that I think a lot of times we miss and
we need to look at more often… We have a community here that really pushes us to
excel. Every single person in this room actually wants to learn, and actually wants to grow,
and actually wants to do something productive with their lives. At a lot of other schools,
that isn’t even an expectation for the students or from the teachers or for anyone. So it’s
really good for us to be able to have an environment where we are pushed to excel. Also,
our relationship the admin, and with the teachers and staff, is something that’s super,
super special that I think a lot of times gets looked over.” – Michael McDanald, Class of
2023

“Liberty sets you up so well. Everyone… here, all of these seniors, they are all trying to get
into colleges. I say ‘trying,’ but they are all going to get into colleges. And that’s the way
Liberty is set up. It’s a college-preparatory school, and it sets you up for life… Have fun
while you’re still in school, and look forward to each day as it comes.” – Josh Good,
Class of 2023
 
Although these seniors may only be seventeen or eighteen, they each truly possess
wisdom far beyond their years. I am grateful that our school community had the
opportunity for them to share a few nuggets of that wisdom with us.



News Worth Repeating

Career Opportunities.  Liberty Common School is currently accepting applications for
openings starting Fall 2023. We offer competitive salaries, benefits, professional
development, and the opportunity to work in one of the top-performing schools in the state.
 View all current career opportunities on our website.

Loveland Classical Symposium. Our friends at Loveland Classical Schools extended an
invitation for Liberty Common students, staff, faculty, and parents to join them at their
sixth-annual classical symposium scheduled for Sat 4 Feb 2023 from 9:00AM–3:00PM.
The event will include incredible talks on music, history, virtue, mathematics, philosophy,
art, literature, and much more. CLICK HERE for more information.

Immunizations. Parents, please review the 2023-2024 immunization letter from the
state. All non-medical vaccine exemptions must be submitted annually and can be
submitted for the 2023-2024 school year beginning Sat 1 July 2023. Vaccine rates are
available upon request. Please email school nurse, Natalie Dybzinski, with any
questions.

Future Alumni Update

Charles (Charlie) Roy Messaros (LCHS Class of 2041)
made his way into the world on Tue 17 Jan 2023 at 1:33AM.
Mom and baby are doing well! Charlie is named after
Blessed Karl of Austria, and Saint Pope John Paul II
(Karol Wojtyla). Mrs. Messaros and family are grateful for
your prayers and love and cannot wait for you to meet
Charlie.
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Classical Manners for the Modern Youth

From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:  

“Rule No. 196. Neatness. Be neat, clean, and
suitably dressed for your work. Your toilet must be
complete before entering a place of business. If you
must repair your toilet, go to the dressing room.”

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions

School-Attendance Dates:
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day

School Holidays and Intermissions:
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors

Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257

You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.

Upcoming Board Meeting - Tue 28 Feb 2023 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle campus Agora

Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525

Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Sandy Stoltzfus- sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org 
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org

Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
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2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526
Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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